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VIRGINIA GLEANINGS IN ENGLAND. 



(Contributed by Leo Culleton, 92 Picadilly, London, W., and 
the late Lothrop Withington.) 



Robert Hunt of the parishe of Heathfield in the Countye of 

Sussex, Clerke, Vicar of the said parishe. 
Dated 20 Nov. 1606. Proved 14 July 1608. 

To Grace Kyne, my nowe Servant and to Elizabeth Milles, my 
late Servant, 10s eatch. 

To Elizabeth my daughter, £30, to be paide to her when she 
shall come to eighteene yeares. 

Also one Tenement with five acres of lande, late being part of 
the waste or common called Highdoune in Heathfeilde, which I 
bought of Thomas Pankerst nowe or late of Retherfield. 
To my Sonne Thomas, £10, to be paide him at the age of one and 
twenty years. Also one tenement and twelve acres of land being 
in the parish of Warbleton and belonging unto Mr. Thomas 
Pellam his Mannor of Burwashe which Coppyhold Tenement 
and Landes I bought of William Stace of Heathfield. 
Residuary Legatee and Sole Executrix: — Elizabeth my Wiffe. 
Overseer: Mr. Tristram Siclemore. 

Provided alwaies yf Elizabeth my said wiffe shall committ the 
act of incontinency or shalbe be defamed or suspected of anye 
suche acte, during my life or if after my death before the proving 
of my will she staie and abide in the same house or other place 
whatsoever together with John Taylor the eldest Sonne of John 
Taylor of the parish of Heathfeild. Then she shall be exclude 
from being my Executrix and shall loose all other benefitt of 
this my will, and in her place I appoint Elizabeth my daughter 
to whom the residue of my Goods etc. And I then make my 
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Brother Steven Hunt, now or late of Reculver, co. Kent, yeoman 

the onelie Overseer of trust. 

Thomas Boreman, Roe? Noe Taylor, Witnesses. 

Proved 14 July 1608 by Elizabeth the Relict and Executrix 

named. 

[It seems almost certain that this is the will of Robert Hunt, the mini- 
ster of the first settlement of Virginia. From 1594 to 1602, when he re- 
signed, he was vicar of Reculver, Kent, a noble church torn down by a 
vandal Archbishop of Canterbury, early in the Nineteenth Century. 
From that date to 1606 we know nothing of his history; but, if this is his 
will, he became in 1602, vicar of Heathfield. John Smith says that 
while the Virginia fleet was lying in the Downs, Master Hunt was not 
more than 10 or 12 miles from his habitation. Heathfield is about that 
distance from the coast. It would be desirable to ascertain how long 
Robert Hunt was Vicar of Heathfield; but the only work accessible at 
this time, Dallaway's Sussex, does not cover the whole county nor in- 
clude Heathfield. The will was dated Nov. 20, 1606, and the expedition 
for Virginia sailed from Blackwall exactly a month later. Mr. Hunt of 
Va. died sometime in 1608. The dates agree well; but the copy of the 
probate (which may not be a full one) does not say, as would be expected 
"died beyond seas." A year or two ago Mr. H. Dwelly of Heme Bay, 
Kent, kindly traced the signature of Robt. Hunt from the Reculver 
parish books. It is intended to compare this signature with that to 
the original of the will printed above. All the writers of all the fac- 
tions in Virginia agree in praising Robert Hunt as a most godly and 
exemplary minister and man, and no doubt he was influenced by the 
highest motives in coming to the colony; but motives are often mixed. 
If this is the will of the Virginia minister we have again the old cherchez 
lafemme. An unhappy home life made it easier for him to undertake 
the hardships of the settlement. The reference to a brother living at 
Reculver makes another point in favor of identification. It is hoped 
that this may ultimately be made positive, for no better man came to 
America than Robert Hunt.] 



John Beauchamp of London, Gentleman. 

Dated 15 June 1654. Proved 9 Sept. 1654. 

And whereas by an obligation bearing date 4 Aprill 1653 I 
stand bound unto John Harvey Cittizen and Merchant Taylor 
of London in £1600 for the true performance of severall promises 
and agreements I doe now confirme and ratify the same and 
charge my Executors to perform the said Obligation. 
To Margarett my Wife, £100 also the household stuffe and other 
thinges which shall be remayning in my lodging Chamber and 
in the Closset att the further ende of the Parlour of my now 
dwelling house in the Parish of Buttolph without, Aldersgate; 
London. 
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To my Sonne John Beauchampe, £300. 

To my Daughter Johane Wilkinson, the Wife of Edward Wilkin- 
son, £200. 

To my three Grandchildren, the daughters of my said Daughter 
Joahane [sic], £10 apeece, to be paid att the accomplishment 
of their ages of one and twentie yeares. 

To the poore of the parish of Buttolph without Aldersgate, 
London, 50s. 

To my freinde Master John Harvey aforesaid £5. 
Residuary Legatee and Sole Executor, my said Sonne John 
Beauchamp. 

For as much as my said sonne John Beauchamp is now remaining 
in Partes beyond the Seas I will that all my goods etc. which I 
shall leave at the time of my decease, if my said sonne shall not 
then be returned into England, shall remain in the Custodie 
of my said wife. 
Proved 9 Sept. 1654 by the Sole Executor named. 

[The mention by the testator of a son John "now beyond the seas," 
would seem to make it certain that he was father of John Beauchamp, 
merchant, of London and Virginia, who died in 1668, and whose will was 
printed in this Magazine XVI, 192. But the latter had three brothers, 
William, Abel, and Richard, and a sister Mrs. Mary Sampson, and these 
names do not agree at all with those in the will above. Possibly John, 
the son of the testator was the father of John, who died in 1668. ] 

George Argent of Hoxton, parish of St. Leonard, Shoreditch, 
co., Middx., Gentleman. 

Dated 16 Aug. 1653 Codicil 27 Feb. 1653-4 

Proved 23 April 1654. 
To be buried in the Parish Church of St. Leonard, Shore- 
ditch, as neere unto my late wife and Sonne William Argent as 
may be. 

To my Daughter, Elizabeth Porter, that Messuage or Tenement, 
situate in Oxton, where I now dwell, to my said daughter and to 
the heires of her bodie, and for want of such issue, to my sonne 
George Argent and to his heires for ever. 
To my Cousin William Argent my Watch and to my Cousin 
Mistris Mary Riggden, 40s. 
To the poore of the Parish of St. Leonard, Shoreditch, £3. 
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To my servant Rebecha Coltman, my Trunck bound with yron. 

To my daughter Mary Hodges, that Messuage or Tenement, 

wherein Master Morrel Gouldsmith dwelleth, situate in Oxton, 

during her life and after her decease, to my said sonne George 

Argent and to his heires for ever. 

To my daughter Mary Hodges, my great gylt standing Cupp. 

All the rest, of my plate I give as follows: to my Sonne George 

Argent, Jane Steward & Elizabeth Porter, three fourth parts 

thereof and the other fourth part to the Children of my late 

daughter Anne Ivie, deceased, which were borne in Virginia 

where she died, to be equally devided betweene them, according 

to the Will of Jane Baker, deceased theire Grandmother. 

To my Grandchild Anne Ivie, my Chest, that standeth in the 

greate Chamber and the Sum of £200 upon Condition that she 

doe not marrie without the Consent of my Executors. In Case 

she marry without Consent, then the said bequest unto all the 

rest of my Grandchildren whether they shall be in England or 

out of England, equally amongst them. 

To my freinde Thomazine Earle, 50s to buy her a Ringe. 

The Residue of my Goods etc I bequeath as follows: two third 

parts to my said sonne, George Argent and to my daughter 

Jane Steward, to be devided between them and the remaining 

third part to such of the Children of my late daughter Anne Ivey 

as were borne in Virginia, to be devided amongst them, to be 

paid unto them when they shall accomplish theire ages of one 

and twenty yeares. 

To my sonne in Lawe Henry Potter, my Yron Chest. 

I forgive my sonne in Law Thomas Steward the thirty pounds he 

owes me. 

To my freinde Master Robert Earle, a suit of mourning. 

Executors: my Cousins Master John Langley & Master John 

Glascock. 

Rebecha Coultman, her marke, Robert Earle, scrv., Thomas 
Page, scrv., Witnesses. 
Mem 27 Feb. 1653-4 
To my Cousin Glascock one of my Exors, £10. 
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John Glascock, Anne Ivey, the marke of Rebeccha Coultman, 

Witnesses. 

Proved 23 April 1654 by the Executors named. 

(In 1663 the Court of Lower Norfolk County certified that Thomas and 
George Ivy were the sons of Thomas Ivy (who was aged 36 in 1640, and 
died 1663-4) and Ann his wife "who was the daughter of one George 
Argent Liveinge about London, England, as she often reported." Thom- 
as Ivy the son, died in 1684, leaving a will. His legatees were his wife 
Alice, sons Thomas, Ludford and Anthony, and daughters, Katherine 
Taylor, Agnes, Frances and Elizabeth. The other son George died in 
1689, leaving a will. His legatees were his wife Hannah, sons Alexander, 
George, Samuel, Thomas, John and Joseph, and daughter Elizabeth. 
The name has been numerously represented down to the present day.] 

Peter Ashton, of Grantham co., Lyncolne, Esqr. 
Dated 27 Sept. 1653. Proved: 9 June 1654. 

And whereas I have formly given unto my Sonne John, all my 
Lands and Tenements in Fishkerton in Co. Lyncolne and the 
Lease of the lands I hold from the Deane and Chapter of Peter- 
borough, I doe heerby Confirme the same. 
To my Daughter Audley, £100. 
To my Grandchild Elizabeth Audley, £20. 
And whereas my Wife, deceased, did deliver unto the handes of 
my Mother in lawe, the Lady Ellis and my Sister Adams the 
Sum of £50 which since her decease they have given to my two 
daughters Jane Audley & Elizabeth Diamond £20 each I doe 
hereby Signify that I am Contented with the same. 
Residuary Legatee and Sole Executor: my sonne James Ashton. 
Margarett Adams, William Ellis, Thomas Adams, Jonas Mar- 
tin, William Bellamy, Witnesses. 
Proved 9 June 1654 by the Sole Executor named. 

[Col. Peter Ashton emigrated to Virginia about the middle of the Seven- 
teenth Century and was a Burgess for Charles City in 1656, and for 
Northumberland 1659 and 1660. In addition to other lands he owned an 
estate on the Potomac in the present King George County, which he 
named "Challerton." By will dated 1669 and proved 1671 he left his 
estate to his brothers James Ashton of Kirby-Underwood, and John 
Ashton of Louth, both in Lincolnshire, England. Both of these came 
to Virginia, where they died in Stafford County without issue, John in 
1682, and James in 1686. A pedigree of the Lincolnshire Ashtons who 
descended from the Ashtons of Chaderton or Chatterton Lancashire 
(hence the name of Peter Ashton's Va. estate) shows that the testator 
above was of Long Sutton and Grantham, that he married Elizabeth 
daughter of Sir Thos. Ellis of Grantham and had four sons Thomas, 
James, John and Samuel. No Peter Ashton appears among his children, 
though the name was common in the family. The testator had a brother 
Walter Ashton, Vicar of Sutterton, Lincolnshire, who had a son Peter, 
living in 1629. This last named may have been the Virginian.] 
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Thomas Baker, Cittizen and Apothecary of London. 
Dated 13 Dec. 1653. Proved 9 May 1654. 

All my Goods and Chattels to be devided into three equall 
partes whereof one third part unto my Wife Sarah Baker, one 
other third parte unto my five Children, Thomas Baker, William 
Baker, Mary Baker, Francis Baker & Sarah Baker equally 
amongst them. My Sonne Thomas being of full age his parte 
p's'ntly payable, my Sonne William's parte to be paid when he 
shall have accomplished the age of twenty one and all my daugh- 
ters at same age or daye of marriage. And the other third parte 
of my Estate I reserve to myself to pay my legacies etc. 
To the Poore within the Parish of St. James Clarkenwell where 
I am a Parishoner, 50s. 

To my sister Abigail Fitzhugh, 20s. and to my Sister Frances 
Hinde 40s. and to my Kinsman Master George Smyth, 20s. and 
to my Ferinde Master Thomas Jenny, 20s. to buy them Ringes. 
To my eldest Sonne Thomas, and my wife, my now dwelling 
House in Clarken Well close. And to my sonne William my 
other House next adjoining with the appurtenances thereunto 
belonging as it is now in the Occupation of my said Kinsman 
Mr. George Smyth. 

Residuary Legatees: my Sonnes Thomas & William and my 
Daughters Frances & Sarah. 

Executors: my Sonne Thomas and my Wife Sarah. 
Overseers: my said Kinsman, Master George Smyth and my 
freinde Master Thomas Jenney. 

Mem before the sealing and publishing of these presents I doe 
give unto my brother Richard Baker now in Virginia if he live 
to come again into England, 30s to buie him a Ring. To Heath, 
"now grave maker" of this parish 10s. 

John Mathewes, Thomas Palmer, Edward Gregory, Scr. : 

Witnesses. 

Proved 9 May 1654 by Sarah Baker the Relict and one of the 

Executors named, Thomas Baker the sonne and the other 

Exor renouncing. 

[On March 18, 1662, Patrick Jackson and Richard Baker were granted 
1500 acres of land in Charles City County (now Prince George) back of 
and adjoining Merchants Hope, and adjoining the lands of Richard 
Craven, and "the old town," now the property of Mr. Richard Tye. 
This land was granted to Richard Jones March 10, 1655, and by him sold 
to Jackson and Baker. Of course it is not certain that this is the 
Richard Baker of this will.) 



